ifed dhip:
There ascepacity

oo During the \marning of '17: Jan G:T
w2y .nd tied up'in berth T-7; Wostloch Channcly - .Th
' load_of, ammunition was teken aboard fron Navel Ammmition Depot , Poarls t . |
" Horbor, befor¢ ogain shifting berths to Nevel Supply depot docks on 21 - T

oy Januarye g oo |

o During 21~23 January 1945," the first losd of provisions 7' .
' foar servieing operations was teken cboerd, A balonced iten ration”loading S

plen was followed as closcly as possible with o resultant load of dry pro~

visions 243 tons, fresh and frozen 163 tons - & totzl of {;06' tons, Ap-- S

proxinately 175 board feet of 1" x 13" dunncge were used in the fr(.aeze

boxes and cach box was fillcd within. 18" of the overhesd., Al chill

boxes were stowed checkerboard feshion to 2llow adequatu circulation,

GO ‘Spud lockers on the mein deck provided stowage spoce for 120 erctes of
Lo potatoes., Ship's Scrvice and Smell Storus were stocked for scle at the
K - target., '

After loading, fucling, end completion of -1l i’in:.lylo- .
gistics, the ship moved to burth 3, Iroquois Point on 1 F\.L_;rz:.:.r;.-'. . T!zuxju
g 315 cnlisted men and officers comprising Bant Pool Boker, Stendorc Lerd- -
E ing Craft Unit #36 under commond of Lt. Cordr, Saucrs, ULE, roport.d o=
board for transportetion to the scenc of invesion, it 0850 2 Febrinry,
after briefing, we sortivd from Puarl Harbor in eccordence with Corriender T
- Administrztive Commond, Amphibious Forcus, U.S, Pacific Fleot Seeret - R
b Movement Order no. 3-45 Serizal 00100, of 31 Jemuary 1945, for the Solo~ Tl
mon Islands via Tulagi in company with LST's 651, 759, 833, 947, 949 s

950, 951, 952, LSk's 84, 162, 220, 265, 271, 274, 325, ICI(1)'s 810, R
809, 1088, 1089, ond LCS(L)'s 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, in : CE
Tesk Group . 13,13 under Coptein Vivedon, USK, Commender LST Flotills : =
o 23, in flagship U.S.S. LST 651.

0 ' ‘ The voyagu wes utilized in genercl drills, tacticcl men- I
b euvers, and flag hoist drills., After r.ssing Howland and Baker Isleonds
E ' _ 50 miles to sterboard ond skirting around the Ellice Group the Soloiion .
75 7777 Islends werce sighted in the carly morning of 17 February., At 1945 thot
L night the 677 anchored in berth 31, Hutchinson Crcek, Florida Island,
Solomon Islands, A five dey aveilebility wes granted elongside U,.S.3. -
‘ ARISTAEUS, ARB~1 wheru repairs end minor altcerations werc complcted,
L Although having rcceived amd studiod Treining Order no, A-401-45 par-
o ticipation in thc training cxcrcisvs of 1-8 kisrch wes not rvquired es
thuy consisted mostly of boaching end retracting under sirmmlated in-
S vasion conditions, Extcnsive study was madc of Commender Amphibious
L Group Four Movement and Attack Orders,  Restocking of depletoed provis~
Fra lons at Naval Supply dupot, Tulagi, ond watering from Purvis Bay water

holc, completed preparations for thu run to the target, Okinawa, via
Ulithi,

At 1520 on 12 kiarch 1945 in accordance with Commonder

R Task Group 51,11 Sceret Yoviment Order and Commonder Anphibious Group

Four movement order A-LOL~45 this ship sortiud from Tulegi, Purvis Doy

arce underway for Ulithi, MacKenzie Islends, Just Caroline Islongs “ith '
Unit Three, Tractor Group Charlic, Task Unit 51.12.3., The compostion -
of Unit Threc of Tesk Unit 51.12,3 wes as follows - — flegship LST 1015,
Commender C.E, Artz, USN, Commender LST Group 42, L3T's 267, 568, 576,

704, 708, 927, and 1030; LsT(li) 677, CLIFFROSE (&N43); LSLits 278, 325,

3260 Next highor opurational commander (1) for th. movement phosc (12

Mcrch to 1 April 1945) Comuender Task Unit 51.12,3. Captain &, Watts,

USN, Commander LST Group 17, (2) for the assault rhase (1 April to 3

: April 1945) Commendur Transport Group Ablc {Transron 12) Cormodorc H, -
C B. Knowlus, Commendur Tzask Group 53.1., (3) for the occupetional phese
: (3 April to 21 Junc 1945) Commender Northorn Tractor Flotilla, Tosk - .
[+ Unit 51,22,3, Captain ..H. Brercton, USN, Commander LST Flotilla 21. S

Gy

- g g A 2o

[y

S In the afternoon of 12 larch zircraft gannery cxerciscs ,

.were held at towed slceves, During the roemcinder of the moviment. until . e
"17 March when heavy scas medo training cxerciscs impractical, surprisc ., -
gunnery oxereises wore held, using smokc bursts firod by sercin vesscls @ o o
as targets over soctors of . the convoy... Signel drills wore held daily,. "

. : X T vt B ST ER RCTIVE oy R or

33N




