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L ' The Commendur in Chief, U.S| Patific Floot epproved the
* plan and requisted authority from the Chicf of Neval Operations on 1 .-
. September 1944 for the conversion of LST's for usc-as londing craft ton—
_-ders.  The Chicf of Navel opirations. epproved the plan on 12 Scptuber
1944, for the conversion on o tumporsry besis of four IST's to landin- )
craft tindurs in the Hewaiiar arce idditional IST's for conversion fro: .
new construction werc requested on 19 Scptember 1944 for Gelivery cerl:

in 1945,

1

‘ - The particuler mission of the LST lending ereft tender is
to provide medical, commisseary, supply. cnd C..8bursing scrvicus to srell
vessels and lending creft in the theetre of caphi~ious opurations inths |

forward areas and until tho osteblishment of shoru biscd feeilitius, The
functions were to be exercisud on a continuous besis. Ia cddition to

this the ships wure to provide tronsiont guarturs far iwr...cics, For

this purpose, thvre are provided berthing fecilitics for transicit per-

" sonncl at thu lovel of thirty (30) officurs cnd approxintely threc hun-

. dred (300) men. : '

‘ : ks a sucondary rission, the L3i=lendin. eraft tonder wes - _

T to relicve larse bulk carrying supply shiwvs, thich, in the 2.st, heve bucn
) L. . /- N - - o L . . k

s, 'hddd fully loadld over long puriods of Hoe, aniting completion of as— :

7 -

~seult phascs buforc they could discherpge tacir cergoes. The comni.sary
end supply scrvices mentionid were to inelude fresh provisions, dry = -
- stores, fresh water, ship's scrvieco erticles, cnd other e¢ssenticls, Tt

o hActwel convorsion bugan on 21 October with artissns -nd

laborers from Weipio Oporating Besu buing eided by the saip's forces

To carry sufficicnt Provisions for siurvic. ot the target the tank deck

.wes transfornud for usc cs o recfor cid bulle storus stowege with sixtoen
walk-in typc recfer boxes installec in two for. end «ft linc s with o cun-

B tor line pessageway 46 inchos vide, Bins werc provided on top of cach :
~ recfer for dry provisions wrilc a balls st tenk, A-4124 wes comverted os _
en additionzl stowage for this type of provisions. Amonorail. was inwe
-stalled running the Iength of the rocfurs and on to the bow doors, Two
chain hoists werc provided.  The forvard remp was reteincd thus neking
the hatch uneveilable far lrndlj_ng stores &nd &s the only othur hatch
provided was & smell onc , 533" x 39 > through thich loeding or unloading
would be & much too slow and leborson. procuss, the trensforring of sup-
plics was to be by human chein linc up and dorn the port and starboord

" ladders instelled lseding fron the rmin to the tenk deck oft,

TR e e,

Berthing of the extre pursonnel wes tc be cared for by
. instellation of bunks for 300 men in the after scetion of the tenk deck,
. aft of the reefers. For officur personnul 2 20" x 48' Quonsct hut was
- instelled forward on the mein duck to borth and rss 30 officers cnd
equipped with fifteen double deck bunks s lockers, four tun

n stondara
collapsible crew mess teble ond - ht bunches, Provisions :.ore e for

stoweg. ond hardling of the DuCessary mess geor by the instcllotion of -
cupboords end gecr lockurs. : A

~ snother Quonsvi of the somc dimensions was instelicd oft .
on the mcin. duck as cdditioncl fecilitivs for sutsisting the extro men,’ . .7
Lo Aftoer-being fully cquipped it proved inconveniunt ond was comverted for.
S uscles @ beke ship'znd & scullery for the trensiints with both erar and
+transicnts £0:bu serviced from'th aftir cruw's galley. Several originel
installations, prov;'d”_u;zjsgtis‘fcjc'gc@r;j‘ anc hove’ sincs been cqrx:cctpdf,l":y'tqfez :

Ship!s fores.’ Sudi. ncludud constiud




